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WHATEVER may have been Godwin's degree of
responsibility for the opinions which had enabled
Shelley to elope in all good faith with his
daughter, and which saved her from serious
scruple in eloping with Shelley, it would be
impossible not to sympathise with the father's
feelings after the event.

People do not resent those misfortunes least
which they have helped to bring on themselves,
and no one ever derived less consolation from his
own theories than did Godwin from his, as soon
as they were unpleasantly put into practice. He
had done little to win his daughter's confidence,
but he was keenly wounded by the proof she had
given of its absence. His pride, as well as his
affection, had suffered a serious blow through her
departure and that of Jane. For a philosopher
like him, accustomed to be looked up to and
consulted on matters of education, such a failure
in his own family was a public stigma. False